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while the success of his attempt was still doubtful,

Dorothy had written to Mrs* Clarkson;

For the sake of our Friends I am truly distressed* The
lady whom 1 mentioned to you from the first was a
zealous Royalist, has often risked her life in defence of
adherents to that cause/ and she despised and detested
Buonaparte. Poor creature! In the last letter we had
from her she spoke only of hope and comfort; said that
the king's government was daily gaining strength, and
Buonaparte's friends [coming over] in their hearts to
the other side* A few days after the [evil tidings] reached
her she would receive my letter containing the plan of
our journey.1

Less than one month later, on nth April, Napoleon

having again become the master of France, Dorothy
again writes saying she cannot sleep for thinking about
the evils that the Emperor's ** fiendish ambition"
will set loose:

Everybody here is anxious, but none a hundredth part
so much as we are* We had a long letter from France
written on the igth and soth. The letter was concluded
at midnight. My Friend says: ** I hear troops entering
the City. 1 think it is the avant-garde of Buonaparte,
Good God! What is to become of ttstf " We have had
another letter written the next day in miserable dejection;
but she says no more of public affairs than that " all is
quiet/' Lodgings were taken for us in the " Hotel du
Jardin Tare, Boulevard du Temple, in a pleasant part
of Paris," as they describe it. Poor creatures, they say
they are shipwrecked when just entering into port*
Indeed it is a distressful situation, but I trust that
we shall sec them in Paris before the end of another
twelvemonth,

1 Harper's William Wordsworth* II, pp. 214-15*
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